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for the Year 1956 


To the Chairman and Members of the Cwmamman Urban District Council. 


Mr, Chairman and Members, 


I beg to submit my fifth Annual Report for the 
year ending 31st December, 1956, 


I am pleased to report that it was again a good 
year for health in the area,eithveugh, There was a further fall in the 
population, partly accounted for by slightly fewer births and a few more 
deaths. 


There were no epidemics of infectious diseases 
this year but one case of enteric disease was notified, 


During the year the Pood Hygiene Regulations, 1955, 
came into operation and will be the means of improving the standard of 
hygiene in food handlers as well as in the food premises, 


With regard to the Clean Air Act, 1956, no action 
was taken as this is an anthracite area, 


Also during the year, the Sanitary Inspectors 
(Change of Designation) Act, 1956, came into force, changing the designation 
of Sanitary Inspectors to Public Health Inspectors, a title better suited 
to the extended field of Public Health today, 


I wish to take this opportunity, of thanking the 
Public Health Inspector for his ready co-operation and assistance and also 
other Members of the Staff and the Council for their continued interest 
and support in the work of the Health Department, 


I have the honour to remain, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Gladys M, Herbert. 
MRCS. ,L.ReC.P.,D. Poe 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH, 
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STATISTICS OF THE AREA 


Area of District eve eo0e eoe eoe 
The Registrar General's Estimate of - 


Resident Population for 1956 eave an 


Number of Inhabited Houses 
according to Rate Books eve é ele 


Number of Council Houses completed during the year 
Product of a Penny Rate gate 505 Soe 


Rateable Value ate 500 Ae q6c 


O-0=-0~0=0~-0=0=-0-0-0-0-0 
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756 Acres. 


4.320. 


1,458. 
20% 
ee Ome oes 


Sey aie: 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o28839663 


VITAL STATISTICS 


LIVE BIRTHS 


There were 50 births during the year compared with 59 last year. 


Legitimate 


Illegitimate 


| pa [eT 


The Birth Rate per 1,000 estimated population - 


for Cwmman Urban District =—- 11.57 
for Carmarthenshire - 15° S)) 
for England and Wales GSS 


STitt BIRTHS 


ase 


This year there were two Still Births compared with one last 
year, so the still birth rate is again high, 


Legitimate 


Illegitimate 


The Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total births - 


for Cvmamman Urban District - 38,46 
for Carmarthenshire = 30,07 
for England and Wales - 23,0 


MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE 


It is gratifying to report again this year that there were no 
Maternal Deaths resulting from Pregnancy or Childbirth, 


armarthen } England and 
~snire | Wales 


No. of Deaths 


Rate per 1,000 
total Births 
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INFANT MORTALITY 


There were two male infant deaths during the year, premature twins who 
died on the second day. 

This raised the neo-natal and infant mortality rates, but the rate for 
England and Wales reached a new low record, 


Deaths under 
lL. weeks 


Deaths under 
| 1 year 


DEATHS 


There was an increase in the number of deaths during the year making the 
death rate higher than that for the County. 


Male ° ° ° ° ° ° e ry e e ° aT 
Female e e ° e e ° ° e ° ° e 31 


TOTAL e e ° ° e e e e e e ° 68 


The Death Rate per 1,000 estimated population - 


for Cwmamman U.D, Sore. 
for Carmarthenshire = Sa) 
For England and Wales ae wg 


NUMBER OF DEATHS FROM BACH DISEASE 


Tuberculosis - Respiratory 2 O 
Tuberculosis Non - Respiratory 6) 6) 
Diptheria @) 0 
Measles 6) 0 
Poliomyelitis fe) @) 
Cancer . y 5 
Diabetes @) 0 
Cerebral Haemorrhage 2 ii 
| Coronary Disease 6 3 
Other Heart Disease 2 8 
Other Circulatory Disease 4 % 
Influenza O ) 
Pneumonia. 0 2 

i Bronchitis 2 4 
| Other Respiratory Diseases 6 0 
\ Ulcer of Stomach & Duodenum 4 6) 
Nephritis & Nephrosis 4 1 
Other Ill-defined Diseases 5 2 
Motor Accidents 2 4 
Other Accidents 2 6) 
Congenital Maiformations 0) fe) 

ALL CAUSES 37 31 
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DEATH RATES per 1,000 estimated population, 


ai Cwmamman | Cwmamman | Carmarthen- 

HAASE : 

DISEASE Ny U.D. 1956 U.D, 1955 shire 
2 ° 


fe) 


Tuberculosis - Respiratory 0.46) 0.45 
Tuberculosis Non - Respiratory ©,0° ) O.0 
Diptheria 00 00 
Cancer Beoil 2.5 

Cerebral Haemorrhage PS i 
Coronary Disease 2,83 Zee 
Other Heart Diseases | 2,81 j 
Other Circulatory Diseases O292 0.69 ' 
Influenza 0,00 Ones 
Pneumonia 0.46 0.00 
Bronchitis 0,69 0.23 } 
Other Respiratory Diseases 1) SIS 0.46 
Nephritis 0.23 0325 ; 
Gastric and Duodinal Ulcers 725 ~00 ; 
Other Ill-defiined Diseases Hegi 0,69 | y 
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Motor Accidents 


OCF ete wulh pee 
| 


ib eas 
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DEATHS FROM CANCER 
The number of deaths from cancer was the same as last year ; 


Male - 7, Female - 3, Total = 10, 


CLASSIFICATION OF DEATHS FROM CANCER 


aes } : 
Te enake Mew dels 1 ne | M. } F. | 
| 


Stomach 


Colon and Rectum 4 4 | 4 3 


Prostate 


Melanoma 


Leukaemia 
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE OTHER THAN TUBERCULOSIS 


There were no epidemics during the year and only 14 cases were notified. 
One of these suffered from typhoid fever. 
There were no deaths from any notifiable disease, 


Notifications Received 
DIGEASES Cwmamman Carmarthenshire 


<9 


Puerperal Pyrexia 10 18 
Enteric or Typhoid 4 
Whooping Cough 2ey, 
Post infectious 
encephalitis 
Food Poisoning 


The Public Health Laboratory in Carmarthen carried out extensive tests on 
specimens from household and other contacts of the patient suffering from enteric 
disease, also on sewer swabs from the relevant sewers, The probable source of the 
infection proved to be an intermittent carrier of Salmonella typhi organisms who gave 
no history of having suffered from the disease, 

The patient made a good recovery. 


FOOD POISONING 


Food Poisoning in a woman who had consumed some fried fish whilst visiting 
outside the area, She was taken ill a few hours later,was admitted to hospital 
for treatment and made a quick recovery. 

All the laboratory investigations were negative, 

No other contacts were affected, 


TMMUNISATION AND VACCINATIONS 
DIPTHERIA 


For at least nine years no diptheria has occured in the area, However, 
there were 51 cases with 8 deaths in the whole country in 1956, This is a reminder 
that the disease might recur in this district if a high level of immunity is not 
maintained in children, Parents should, therefore, ensure that their own children 
are protected by obtaining the necessary inoculations from their family doctor or 
at the Infant Welfare Clinic, which is held on alternate Wednesday afternoons at 
Bethesda Chapel Vestry from 2 - 4 p.m. 


During 1956 combined inoculations against diptheria and whooping cough 
were given to 
48 children under five years of age 
and 2 children aged 5 - 1 years. 


In addition, a number of infants were vaccinated against smallpox, also by 
their family doctor or at the Clinic, Separate figures for Cwmamman are not 
available but in the whole County 908 infants, just under 40% of the total births 
registered for the year, received this vaccination, 


During the year BCG. vaccination for tuberculosis was commenced for school 
leavers, in addition to that given to case contacts. 
The County figures are -—- 


School Children Scheme 


Number skin tested 778 
Number found negative 633 
Number vaccinated - 623 


Contact Scheme 


Number skin tested 54.3 
Number found negative 320 
Number vaccinated 295 
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INMUNISATIONS AND VACCINATIONS(Contimied). 


Polimyelitis vaccination of children in specified age groups was also 
begun during the year by the County Public Health staff, 


1,149 children received a full course of 2 injections and 57 received 
one injection, 


TUBERCULOSIS 


7 new cases were notified during the year, 5 male and 2 female} five 
respiratory, 3 male and 2 female, and 2 non respiratory, 


Classification in Age Grouns of New Cases Notified 


| ACE | RESPIRATORY | NON RESPIRATORY | 
MALE FEMALE 
ore mares 
Bo er THO 
40 =~ 50 4 
DOANE) 0 
TOTAL | 3 ; : 


DEATHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS 


There were two deaths from this disease during the year, both males 
suffering from chronic respiratory tuberculosis. 


Case and Death Rates from Tuberculosis 


Cimamman Urban District 


Respiratory sieeal| 0,46 

Non Respiratory Ood5 
Carmarthenshire 

Respiratory 0.31 0.13 


Non Respiratory 0.17 
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MASS RADIOGRAPHY 


A Mass Radiography Unit carried out a survey in the area during the year, 
The following is a summary of their report. 


| GRAND TOTAL | MALES FEMALES | 


Total number 
examined, 


Number found to 229 
be klbsenale or 27.92% Oa 
Classification of haa We ant none 


abnormal cases 


820 | 4352 388 


(a) Pulmonary wy ay 
tuberculosis. 

(b) Requiring ii 
further or 5) de 
observation. 0.85% 

(c) Other 222 
abnormalities or 485 oy) 
of the chest | 27.07% 


Of these other abnormalities, 163 men - 37 61% of the men examined 
were found to have pneumoconiosis, 


Stage 1 106. 
Stage 2 26. 
Stage 3 BiG 


21 of the total examined, 8 males or 1.87% and 13 females, 3.34% 
examined had signs of healed tuberculosis, 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 - Section 4.7 


Two women were dealt with under this Act and were both admitted 
into hospital without an Order. 


SANTTARY ADMINISTRATION 


WATER SUPPLY 


The supply of water in the district was, throughout the year, plentiful, 
as, when the local sources of supply at Glyndraenog and Cwmpedol did not yield 
sufficient, the deficiency was supplied by the Lpughor Joint Water Board, a bulk 
supply arrangement being in operation, The chlorination plant has worked 
satisfactorily, frequent samples being sent for bacteriological examination so as 
to safeguard the health of consumers, wamples are submitted regularly for chemical 
analysis, and results are uniformly good, 


DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE 


The sewers have worked satisfactorily throughout the year. The system is 
by gravitation to disposal works at Pantyffynnon, which works are under the control 
of the Amman Valley Joint Sewerage Board, There is no question that the sewers arc 
sufficiently large to deal adequately with the needs of the district, 
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RIVERS POLLUTION 


No serious pollution of rivers and streams in the area has occurred, The 
South West Wales Rivers Board is the rivers pollution authority for the area. Such 
pollution as there is in existence is a result of coal-mining effluents being 
discharged into the streams without having had sufficient time for settlement of 
suspended matter, The Rivers Board is watching the position carefully, 


CLOSET ACCOMMODATION 


The statistics in this matter are as follows :- 


Number of houses with Closets on the Water Carriage System 
connected to Sewers cee ove. siete oa Vey 


Number of Houses with Closets on the Water Carriage System 
connected to Cesspits, remaining to be connected 


to Sewers eon oece eco 00° eo NIL 
Number of Houses with Closets built on the Conservancy 

system, not able to connect to Sewers ee ake aq 
Number of Houses remaining to be connected ove evo 18 


- PUBLIC CLEANSING -— DRY REFUSE 


The Council undertakes the removal of all Dry Refuse, collection being 
made by the Council Lorry twice weekly from all parts of the district, The Refuse 
when collected, is tipped at Neuadd Farm and Penybont, In my opinion, steps should 
be taken to enforce the Provision by householders of proper Dustbins, as all kinds 
of insanitary receptacles are now used. It has always been the exception to see a 
proper covered Dustbin in the streets of the district, all kinds of boxes, tins and 
buekets being used for the purpose. Under the provisions of Section 75 of the 
Public Health Act, 1936, the provision of a proper covered Dustbin can be enforced, 


SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE ARERA 


Number of Inspection made for Nuisance oe. le coe Coy 
Number of Informal Notices served anc ae Bole (2 
Number of Statutory Notices served ioe Are ee NIL 
Number of Water Leakage Inspections ee she aes 2h 
Number of Water Leakage Notices ove erage ae 98 


ERADICATION OF BED BUGS 


Number of Council Houses found to be infested aol 506 NIL 
Number of other houses found to be infested uni iia NIL 
Number of Houses disinfested ate iors swine NIL 
SCHOOLS 


There are three schools in the Area, and frequent visits are paid to 
them, The sanitary condition of the Schools is excellent, each being provided 
with modern sanitary conveniences connected to the Sewers, and with an abundant 
supply of water from the Council's mains, 


SPECIAL CLASSES OF PREMISES SUBJECT TO CONTROL OF LOCAL AUTHORITY 


re nee a re a ee AE REET 


There are no Common Lodging Houses in the Area, nor are there any 
Registered Houses let in lodgings, 


HOUSING. 


Inspection of Houses during the year :- 


4. (a) Total number of Dwelling Houses inspected for Housing 
Defects under Public Health or Housing Act... eee 8). 
(b) Number of Inspections made for the purpose ... ve 90 


2. Number of Dwelling Houses found to be in a state so 
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit 
for human habitation wisi ove ce ae NIL 


3. Number of Houses found to be not in all respects fit 
for human habitation ee hee aire Kae 18 
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HOUSING( Continued ) 


Remedy of Defects during the year without Service of Formal Notice - 


Number of Defective Dwelling Houses rendered fit during 
the year in consequence of informal action by the Local 
Authority or their Officers eats eis Aye via 6 


Action under Statutory Powers during the Year - 
(a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act, 1936 :+ 
(1) Number of Dwelling Houses in respect of which Notices 


were served requiring Defects to be remedied eoe NIL 
(2) Number of Dwelling Houses which were made fit after 
Service of Formal Notice coe ece ee NIL 


(b) Proceedings under Public Health Act :- 


(1) Number of Dwelling Houses in respect of which Notices 
were served requiring defects to be remedied cee 18 


(2) Number of Dwelling Houses in which Defects were 
remedied after Service of Formal Notice ... oe 6 


(c) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act, 1936 se 
Number of Dwelling Houses in respect of which 


Demolition Orders were made moots avers Bare NIL 

Housing Act, 1936 - Part IV, Overcrowding :- 
(a) (1) Number of Houses Overcrowded at the end of the year 34 
(2) Number of Families Dwelling therein cles Bake 6h, 
(3) Number of Persons Dwelling) taSre. sv. vee BAS 
(4.) Number of Houses occupied for the first time auusins "4956 23 
(b) Number of new cases of Overcrowding reported during the year NIL 


(c) (1) Number of cases of Overcrowding relieved during the year B 
(2) Number of Families Dwelling therein Sie 500 L 


Good progress is still being made with the provision of new houses, 


MEAT AND OTHER FOODS 


Re ce Eran ate wn we SRE RS an yer 


Since the decontrol of the meat trade two slaughterhouses have been 
licensed, and a certain amount of meat is brought into the district, being purchased 
from wholesalers in other districts, The quality of the meat exposed for sale is 
excellent, All foods exposed for sale are regularly examined so as to protect the 
public from the consumption of any unwholesome products, 


BAKEROUSES 
Number of Bakehouses on the Register oe vials bes 5 
Number of Inspections made ove cee eles wai 10 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES _ 


Number of houses fumigated after cases of Infectious Diseases 8 


CONTROL OF RATS AND MICE 


York has continued on the control of the Rat population, the added powers 
given to Local Authorities under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Acts being of 
porticular value. 

Financial assistance is still given by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, and, while this continues, work can be carried on without too great a 
financial burden being carried by the rates. 

Large aumbers of rats are destroyed by following up complaints received 
from householders, 
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ANALYSIS OF FOOD PREMISES AND INSPECTIONS 


Nature of Trade Nunber of Inspections 
(a) Butchers Shops 6. lee 
(b) Grocers and 
Provisions 9. Gale 
(c) General Shops “ie Bh. 
(d) Milk Retailers on A 
(e) Ice Cream Premises 7. 81, 
(f) Cooked Meats Nhe Included in (a) above, 
(gz) Workmen's Canteen 1. 8. 


In all cases the occupiers have made every effort to comply with all 
requests made by the Public Health Inspector, Structurally all premises are 
in good condition, and they are kept in a clean and wholesome condition, 


The products exposed for sale are uniformly of high quality, and will 
bear comparison with goods displayed in any other district, 

There is one workmen's canteen , in the area, this being at Gellyceidrym 
Colliery. 

This is clean and well kept and the staff is most anxious to comply with 
the letter and spirit of regulations, and to meet any requests made from day to 
days 

All in all the position as regards food premises can be said to be 
quite satisfactory, 
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